This book comprises nine chapters, each chapter is concerned with a different superorder of medicinal plants from China, Korea, and Japan. Each chapter includes descriptions of one or more order, family and specific species within a superorder. For each species described a brief history, common names, synonyms, habitat, diagnosis (including a sketch of the leaves of the plant, and sometimes the flowers and seeds), medicinal uses and pharmacology are given. The chemical structures of some of the major phytochemicals are provided along with their pharmacological properties (when known). In some cases black and white or colour photographs of plants are included. Each chapter has its own set of references. The book includes useful indices of chemical structures (over 250), common (plant) names (in English and in Romanised Chinese, Korean and Japanese), medicinal uses (including other countries in S. E. Asia), natural products (over 350), pharmacological terms, and plant names (over 550). Thus this is a very useful resource book and one can readily find the desired information from one of the aforementioned indices. A copy of this book would be very valuable to anyone involved in natural products research, including enthnopharmacolgy, ethnobotany and phytochemistry.
